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The staves above are my original idea, used in my DMA thesis, Jove Defeats Saturn, for changing the 
staff, rather than add more and more microtonal accidentals in order to keep written rhythmic flow. The 
pitches written above are in “plain” standard 12 chromatic pitches per 'octave'-but rotated, or reiterated, 
as many times as needed within the extended microtonal staves. As a highly rhythmic microtonal 
composer, I have realized the awkwardness of the plethora of microtonal accidentals in my works in 
relation to horizontal rhythmic structures and annoying engraving problems in realizing the written 
score. I therefore suggest changing the staff, rather than adding more symbols in front of notes. 


Each instrument is set to its lowest note: flute at middle C; oboe at Bb below middle C; and bassoon, 
Bb below bass clef. Each chromatic written step is equivalent to the smallest interval in each tuning. 
For example: C flute's 12 note octave will encompass an interval, roughly, of a minor third of the 
tuning in 53, at 22 cents per step; the oboe will be about a minor third per written octave in 48 at 25 
cents, and the bassoon will be slightly larger per octave, at 46tET, in 26 cent steps. For musicians with 
absolute pitch, I imagine this will be a nightmare, but I assure them that this is an expedient 
compromise regarding the linear horizontal phrasing problem vis-a-vis a cluttered microtonal symbol 


approach. 


Thank You. 
Peter Thoegersen 
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(The 12 note chromatic written octave is factored incrementally into each tuning: 


Moderato Е =c. 108) i.e., in 53, an octave = flat тта, etc. ) 
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